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has also been decorated with the Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal with Three Oak Lead Clusters, Air 
Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters, Air Force Achievement Medal, Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award, and Air Force 
Organizational Excellence Award with four oak 
leaf clusters. These honors truly illustrate the 
deep commitment and incredible service that 
mark Lieutenant General Thompson’s career 
in the Air Force. 

I would like to commend Lieutenant General 
Thompson for his dedicated service to the 
United States Air Force and our nation and I 
wish him all the best in his new life in retire-
ment with his lovely wife, Mrs. Ruth Ann 
Thompson. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TED BUDD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to be in D.C. due to a pressing family obliga-
tion. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 219, YEA on Roll Call 
No. 220, and YEA on Roll Call No. 221. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Madam Speaker, I 
missed a vote on Monday, July 26, due to cir-
cumstances outside of my control. I would 
have voted Aye on the Motion to Table the 
Republican Privileged Resolution, which was 
considered on the House floor that day. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HON-
ORARY FIREFIGHTER PENELOPE 
SALTRAY 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Miss Penelope ‘Penny’ Saltray 
as she is named an Honorary Firefighter for 
the Hanford and Kings County Fire Depart-
ments. 

Penny Saltray, a seven-year-old citizen of 
the City of Hanford, California, dreams of one 
day becoming a firefighter. She currently bat-
tles the life-altering symptoms of a diagnosis 
no other person in the world shares. Despite 
her conditions and the daily obstacles she 
must overcome, Miss Saltray maintains re-
markable desire, excitement, and curiosity 
about a career as a firefighter. 

Firefighters put their lives in danger to help 
others. They exhibit incredible courage, drive, 
and character while serving their community. 
Much like a firefighter, Miss Saltray battles 
dangerous threats every day with inspiring 
strength and determination. She truly has the 
heart of a firefighter. 

Miss Saltray’s resilience, passion, and posi-
tive attitude perfectly represents the spirit of 
Hanford and what it means to be a firefighter. 
By being sworn in as an honorary firefighter 
for the Hanford and Kings County Fire Depart-
ment, Miss Penny Saltray has rightly achieved 
her dream. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing Honorary Firefighter Miss Penny Saltray 
for her strength and ambition to serve. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LIEUTENANT J.G. 
HOWARD T. OEDEL 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the 100th birthday of Lieuten-
ant J.G. Howard T. Oedel. It is with great 
pride that I join others in honoring Howard’s 
patriotism, dedication, and sacrifice. 

Howard’s life has been filled with many 
milestones and achievements, from serving as 
a crew member of the USS Massachusetts in 
World War II to being a Harvard graduate and 
Ph.D scholar. He is a pillar of the Hebron 
community and we are so thankful to have 
him. 

As the daughter and daughter-in-law of 
World War II veterans, recognizing the service 
of our veterans is deeply personal to me. It is 
my great honor to serve those who have 
served us. 

I wish Howard the happiest of birthdays. 
Congratulations. 

f 

HONORING SUSAN SUNG HEE LEE 
AS A 28TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our Nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Susan Sung 
Hee Lee of La Crescenta, California. 

A native Angeleno, Susan has lived in La 
Crescenta for most of her life, and attended 
Monte Vista Elementary School, Rosemont 
Middle School, and Crescenta Valley High 
School. She served in her church for many 
years, teaching Bible study to youth, and went 
on several mission trips to serve in rural cities 
in Mexico and northern Thailand. After grad-
uating from high school, Susan pursued higher 
education receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Humanities with an Asian American Studies 
major from the University of California, Irvine, 
an Associate’s Degree in Nursing from Glen-
dale Community College, and a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing from Azusa Pacific Univer-
sity. 

Susan’s mother, who has been a nurse for 
more than four decades, inspired, supported, 

and encouraged Susan’s pursuit in becoming 
a nurse. Currently, Ms. Lee is a registered 
nurse at USC Verdugo Hills Hospital in the in-
tensive care unit, where she has been a Relief 
Charge Nurse for nearly eleven years. She 
highly values her work as a nurse and strives 
to care for every patient as if they were a 
member of her family. As a La Crescenta resi-
dent for many years, Susan feels fortunate to 
be taking care of members of her community 
and serving in the area where she grew up. 

Susan’s dedication and passion for her job 
became even more evident during the unprec-
edented coronavirus pandemic. With the 
wholehearted support of her family, Ms. Lee 
worked at least one overtime shift every week 
and would stay past her 12-hour shifts when 
there was a shortage of nurses. Further, she 
volunteered to come to work before the start 
of her shifts so there would not be a gap in 
the care the patients were receiving. Susan 
also credits her work colleagues, who she 
sees as a second family, for persevering dur-
ing the pandemic. 

During the pandemic, Susan used her sew-
ing machine to sew her own scrub caps and 
provided scrub caps to each of her col-
leagues, as well as putting her years of 
haircutting experience from her mission trips 
to use by giving haircuts to her colleagues 
when the hair salons and barber shops were 
closed. In addition, she brought homemade 
baked goods to share with her colleagues and 
continues to do so until today. While Susan 
sees these as simple gestures, she takes 
pride in knowing that she can provide comfort 
in the trying times of the pandemic and hopes 
to be able to contribute in this way throughout 
her career and personal life. 

Susan is a loving wife and mother of two 
young children. She thrives in the outdoors 
and enjoys camping, hiking, scuba diving and 
bike riding. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Susan Sung Hee Lee. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GEORGE 
PRATT HOWARD 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask the Members of the House to join 
me in mourning the passing of one of our Na-
tion’s foremost experts on aviation safety and 
infrastructure, George ‘‘Pratt’’ Howard of Deep 
River, Connecticut. Known as Peter to family 
and friends—he passed away at his home in 
Deep River on January 30, 2021. Peter has 
moved on from this world but his spirit of love 
for his neighbors and community will never 
dissipate, and will continue to inspire us to put 
the public good above personal ambition or 
gain, and always treat one another with com-
passion and care. 

Born in New York City’s Greenwich Vil-
lage—Peter spent most of his childhood in the 
city and absorbed the cultural and community 
diversity in the big apple that would positively 
influence his creative and artistic mind later in 
life. An avid student and passionate learner— 
Peter left the city after high school to earn a 
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degree in economics from the University of 
Virginia before returning to the city to acquire 
a master’s in business administration from 
New York University. Following university, 
Peter decided to pursue a career in a field that 
he had a true passion for—aviation. With that, 
Peter joined the Air Force where he gained 
firsthand knowledge of aviation as he worked 
with some of the most advanced military grade 
technology to exist in that time from 1952 to 
1955. After receiving significant experience in 
the ins and outs of aviation in the Air Force, 
Peter began a life-long journey in the civilian 
aviation space serving in leadership positions 
in several organizations including Director of 
Marketing for Eastern Airlines, and Chief of 
Economics/Asst. Director for Policy and Exter-
nal affairs for the port authorities of both New 
York and New Jersey. 

In 1989, Peter landed a job that would allow 
him to have a direct impact on aviation policy 
in our nation—he became the new executive 
director of the Airport Operators Council Inter-
national. In this role, he worked tirelessly in 
his advocacy of policy and procedural 
changes to improve the safety and effective-
ness of American airports. His expertise was 
highly valued by all his colleagues and was 
often sought-after by policy makers. Proof of 
this can be seen in countless news media 
interviews and multiple testimonies he gave in 
Congressional hearings. In his work with Con-
gress, he played a critical role in the Aviation 
Safety and Capacity Expansion Act of 1990. 
Since passage, this legislation has raised over 
$60 billion for airports in supporting passenger 
safety. Peter’s work with aviation policy was 
truly light years ahead of his time as he under-
stood that with increased air traffic and 
globalization—safety would need to become a 
number one priority for American airline com-
panies and our domestic security apparatus. 
Peter was steadfast in his commitment to our 
nation’s aviation industry and his efforts have 
inspired others to continue the mission of en-
suring that our air travel procedure always 
meet the most comprehensive safety stand-
ards. 

Outside of the field of aviation, Peter was 
also an accomplished art historian who always 
used his wealth of knowledge to educate and 
enlighten anyone who was interested in the 
field. This included municipal governments 
and non-profit organizations in New York and 
Connecticut who used Peter’s insights to ex-
pand their community arts and historical pres-
ervation programs. As a New York Resident, 
Peter was always active in his community and 
even became President of the Brooklyn Heigh 
association from 1967 to 1969. As President— 
Peter was one of the driving forces in the pas-
sage of New York’s landmark law which re-
sulted in Brooklyn Heights becoming the first 
designated Historic district in New York City. 

Later in life—Peter moved to Deep River 
and officially became a resident of Con-
necticut. As a Deep River resident, Peter tire-
lessly contributed to this historic Connecticut 
river town whose rich history and high quality 
of life he passionately championed. He offered 
his public policy expertise as an adviser to the 
Board of Selectman, and the town greatly ben-
efitted from his creative solutions to complex 
problems, without incurring the high cost of 
consultants. I also recall Peter’s tremendous 
efforts in establishing the town’s first Design 
Advisory Board for which he became its first 
chairman. In this role, he organized and exe-

cuted art galleries for the town that displayed 
local artwork, including artwork from students 
at the local high school. He would also work 
together with the rest of the board to review 
and critique ideas for development in the town 
put together by the Planning & Zoning Com-
mission. What Peter did for art and historical 
preservation in every community he lived in is 
truly remarkable. 

Madam Speaker, it was an honor to rep-
resent a constituent as caring and compas-
sionate for his community and Nation as 
Peter, who’s dedication to our community and 
the town of Deep River went far beyond his 
service in local government. As a longtime 
friend and supporter of my work as a con-
gressman, I always enjoyed talking to Peter 
and picking his brain on experiences he had 
with the U.S. Congress in the past and his 
well-informed opinions on current events, both 
at home and abroad. Even in his free time, he 
went the extra mile to enhance the commu-
nity, from personally landscaping at the Vet-
eran’s Garden to helping design the local town 
pharmacy. Although his memory will live on 
through countless others, including his wife of 
50 years, Sukey Howard, his three daughters, 
Connie, Kitty, and Ginger, his four grand-
children, and one great grandson, our eastern 
Connecticut community owes him an immeas-
urable level of gratitude. To that end, I ask 
that my colleagues and this Chamber join me 
in expressing our deepest condolences to the 
Howard Family and setting Peter Howard’s 
name further into stone. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained during Roll Call Vote No. 
209 on the passage of H.R. 826, the ‘‘Divided 
Families Reunification Act’’ offered by Rep. 
GRACE MENG on Monday, July 19, 2021. Had 
I been present, I would have voted YEA on 
Roll Call Vote No. 209. 

f 

SHAWN HAUSE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Shawn Hause 
for his longstanding and esteemed career in 
law enforcement and service to our country. 

At the age of 19, Shawn knew he wanted to 
serve in law enforcement and joined the 
Washington State Patrol Explorers in the Spo-
kane District 4 Detachment and learned the 
ways of Washington State Patrol for two years 
until aging out of the program. At the age of 
23, he was accepted into the Spokane County 
Reserve Deputy program where he volun-
teered a minimum of 16 hours a month in pa-
trol work as a deputy sheriff. During this time, 
Shawn also was hired by the Colfax Police 
Department in Colfax, Wash. as a part-time of-
ficer. Shawn was credited with making the 
largest drug bust of any Colfax officer at that 

time after stopping a vehicle and seizing over 
one pound of marijuana in route to the Wash-
ington State University campus. 

Two years later, Shawn was hired by the 
Spokane County Sheriff’s office as a full-time 
deputy sheriff. He attended the Spokane Po-
lice Academy and graduated at the top of his 
class in firearms proficiency. He went on to 
work graveyard, swing shift, power shift and 
dayshift patrol. He volunteered to be a fire-
arms instructor where he instructed new re-
cruits and his peers for six years. He was then 
accepted into the Spokane County SWAT 
(Special Weapons and Tactics) Team. He 
graduated from the Hanford SWAT Basic 
School in Richland, Wash. and served with the 
SWAT team for approximately nine months. 

After working as a patrol deputy for about 
seven years, successfully making numerous 
arrests for various drug violations, Shawn was 
accepted to Spokane County’s drug unit, 
known as the Investigative Support Unit. In 
that role, he worked low to mid-level drug 
crimes within the Spokane County area. He 
worked in that position for four and a half 
years until the position was defunded at which 
time, he returned to patrol work. Following six 
months of patrol, Shawn was accepted as part 
of the Spokane Regional Drug Task Force 
(SRDTF). 

In the SRDTF, Shawn worked closely with 
the Drug Enforcement Agency, U.S. Attorney’s 
Office and other state and local agencies to 
identify, infiltrate, and dismantle highlevel drug 
traffickers and Drug Trafficking Organizations 
in the Eastern District of Washington. During 
this time, Shawn and his best friend and part-
ner (a uniformed deputy) were involved in an 
officer-involved shooting by a suspect the 
SRDTF was investigating. Shawn also worked 
in an undercover capacity, buying large quan-
tities of methamphetamine from different fac-
tions of the Sinaloa Drug Cartel. Shawn also 
assisted other agents/officers with a large 
scale, multi-state Oxycodone investigation that 
involved the Eight-Trey gang out of California 
in which the SRDTF and DEA were nationally 
recognized for their work. Shawn also worked 
with the FBI’s Gang Enforcement Task Force 
where he worked to specifically target drug 
cartels and gang members that were commit-
ting drug crimes. While working with the FBI, 
Shawn held a TopSecret security clearance. 
As a five-year rotated position, Shawn was ro-
tated out of his drug investigator role after 
being granted an extra year based on his un-
dercover work that was ongoing in the U.S. 
and Mexico. 

In total, Shawn spent more than 10 years 
working drug crimes and finished his career as 
a uniformed patrol deputy. He medically re-
tired in good standing in 2019. I want to ex-
tend my deepest appreciation for Shawn 
Hause’s service to the State of Washington, 
the surrounding region, and our country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM HAGEDORN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. HAGEDORN. Madam Speaker, had I 
been present for the vote on the Motion to 
Table H. Res. 554, I would have voted nay on 
Roll Call No. 219. 
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